DATE: May 17, 2019 


SUBJECT: Invitation To Historic Christening & Launch of U.S. Naval Academy (USNA) Class Of 1969 
Racing Shell, 25Oct2019; Plan Update #1 


FROM: Peter Blackledge, USNA Class Of 1969 


TO: Fellow USNA Class Of 1969 Classmates 


I want to personally invite each of you to the historic Christening & Launch of the U.S. Navy' 
newest vessel, our elite USNA Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell, an Official Event of the 
USNA Class Of 1969 50th Reunion, celebrating: 

• 50th Anniversary of USNA Class Of 1969 

• 100th Anniversary of our USNA Legacy Class 

• 150th Anniversary of Navy Crew 

• USNA Varsity/Champion/Olympic Oarsmen 


** RSVP IS REQUIRED FOR ATTENDANCE ** (Simply "Reply" to longtalltexan@icloud.com) 


WHERE: USNA Hubbard Hall Boat House 
DATE: Friday, October 25, 2019 
TIME/EVENTS (Detailed Agenda & Notes below): 

• 9am-lpm: U. S. Navy Band performance (1)(2) 

• 9am-10am: (1) 

• •• Arrival of Attendees 

••• Seating of Distinguished Guests & Oarsmen Honorees (DG&OH) 

••• Distribution of Commemorative Program to each Attendee 

• lOam-llam: Official Program Event: 

• •• Welcome by USNA Director Of Rowing 

• •• Honors by U.S. Marine Corps Color Guard (3) 

• •• Opening Prayer by Rev Vehorn, USNA '69 (4) 

• •• Introduction of DG&OH, & Shell Dedication, by Peter Blackledge, USNA '69 

• •• Shell Christening by DG&OH 

• •• Shell Launch & Exhibition by current USNA Varsity Crew, to "Navy Blue & Gold" 

• llam-Noon: Social Hour (1) 

• Noon-lpm: Tour of landmark Hubbard Hall, by USNA Director Of Rowing (1) 

In the words of Peter Bos, Captain of the legendary USNA 1960 Olympic Crew Team: 


'The October 25 event will be one of the most meaningful rowing and USNA history celebrations. 



WHY RSVP IS REQUIRED 


This will be a free, no-cost Event. However, it is a RESTRICTED EVENT, open ONLY to the Class 
Of 1969, USNA Alumni, their family/guests, and other specific invitees, and further ONLY to 
those who "Reply" to this planning via my email longtalltexan@idoud.com, and are thereby 
included on the advance RSVP/Attendee list (below). 


This restriction is necessary to allow advance planning regarding capacity, seating, and the 
number of Commemorative Programs to be advance ordered for printing. Additionally, access 
to the entire USNA Campus has understandably become progressively more restricted in recent 
years; e.g., a Military ID is now required to enter any gate of the USNA campus via vehicle. I am 
working with the Senior Director, Annual Programs, U. S. Naval Academy Foundation, to 
establish a Gate Entry List & potentially also a Parking List which will be only for attendees of 
this special Event, and I am working with the USNA Director of Rowing to establish a Hubbard 
Hall Access List for this Event. 


Accordingly, if you are considering attending this historic Event, but your name is not on the 
below Attendee List, you MUST let me know well in advance of this Event that you want to 

attend, even if tentatively-and be sure to include the names of anyone who may 

accompany you (e.g., spouse, children, friends) so that I can ensure that your/their names are 
on all three Event listings: the special USNA Gate Entry List, the Parking List, and the Hubbard 
Hall Access List. The easiest way to notify me of your potentially wanting to attend these special 
Events is to simply reply to my email at longtalltexan@icloud.com 


INCLEMENT WEATHER PLANNING 


These Events will occur on Friday, October 25, 2019, 9am-lpm as scheduled, regardless of 
weather conditions. Coach Friedrich has assured me that, in the case of bad weather, he will 
simply move the events to inside Hubbard Hall, as he has done in the past, and he will take any 
further actions necessary to ensure these Events take place as scheduled. 



MEDICAL CONCERNS 


The question has been repeatedly raised as to whether my Heart Disease could preempt this 
Event, due to my being the donor of this Racing Shell & the sponsor of this event, particularly if 
my condition further worsens. The answer is emphatically NO. Admittedly, my Heart Disease 
has been diagnosed as severe and has progressed to the point that my Cardiologist has 
restricted me from travel outside my local/hospital area, and I generally cannot predict how I 
will feel each day. But as of now, my Cardiologist has approved my participation in this special 
Event, and I am being optimistic about my status on October 25. 


As a further backup "Plan B" precaution against this important Event being impacted by my 
health, I have personally arranged for Gerald "Mitch" Mitchell (my USNA Class Of 1969 
classmate/roommate and USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew teammate) and William "Bill" 
Weinberg (my Occoquan Boat Club rowing teammate. University Of Pennsylvania Varsity 
oarsman, and Alexandria Virginia neighbor) to take my place if I am unable to participate, and I 
will give each of them an advance copy of my planned Introduction & Dedication remarks, so 
they will be able to present them for me. 


This Event is not about me-It is my special homage to my USNA Class Of 1969 classmates, 

my Alma Mater USNA, my Varsity Heavyweight Crew teammates, the Navy Crew program, 

my Siblings, my Parents, and particularly to my beloved Father-and it WILL go on as 

scheduled. With all the planning and sacrifice by so many people, and considering this event's 
historic and personal significance, it's simply too important not to go forth as scheduled. 


RECOMMENDED ATTIRE 


It is recommended that attendees wear comfortable "casual dressy" clothing, and that all USNA Varsity 
Letter Winners wear their "N" Letter Sweater/Jacket to "Show The Flag" at this proud USNA and Navy 
Crew event. To paraphrase the iconic military phrase "Wear 'em if ya' got 'em I" (b> 



USNA ACCESS, PARKING, LODGING 


General information about USNA including Security/Access, Hotels, Maps, Weather, and other subjects 
isavailableonlineatUSNA.edu (go to "Main Menu" in screen upper right, and then to "Visit"). But be 
aware this will be a very big weekend at USNA, as it is both USNA Homecoming and USNA Class Of 1969 
50th Reunion, so hotels in the immediate vicinity may be packed and their prices elevated. For Event 
attendees wanting to avoid the potentially crowded/expensive Annapolis establishments, or who might 

be planning to combine participation in this Event with general Washington DC area sightseeing- 

e.g., visiting the many monuments & museums & other sites in extraordinary Washington DC, or Old 
Town Alexandria (my home) or historic Mount Vernon, or visiting family/friend's gravesites at Arlington 

National Cemetery-there are very reasonably priced accommodations available in Alexandria/ 

Arlington/ Annandale/ Fairfax Virginia. It's a fairly easy drive from my home in Alexandria, which Google 
says takes about 48 minutes (obviously depends on time, day, and traffic) 


As noted above (it bears repeating), access to the USNA Campus has understandably become much 
more restricted since 9/11, particularly for vehicles. Currently, only Military ID drivers are allowed to 
drive onto the Yard from any of the gates. Guests can walk through the gates with proper ID as detailed 
on the USNA.edu site, but not drive onto the campus. Again, I am working with the current USNA 
Director Of Rowing (Coach Friedrich) and the Senior Director, Annual Programs, USNA Foundation (Rusty 
Yeiser, USNA '74, & Dan Quattrini USNA '81) to augment on-line material regarding Gate Access/Entry, 
Parking, and other information specifically for this event, and particularly to look into access for 
Attendees of this Event via a Gate/Guest Pass List and possibly a Parking Pass List, and I will provide the 
results of their action in future Planning Updates. One option being considered is establishing a Shuttle 
from the parking lot which is outside Gate 8 (Gate 8 is the Gate closest to Hubbard Hall Boat House) to 
this Event. 


Because of Parking & Security considerations, Event attendees are encouraged to arrive early. The 
official Event arrival period is 9am-10am, to support a firm 10am Event start time, but access to USNA is 
available any time after Sunrise, with proper ID as detailed on the USNAedu site. 


A Note For First-Time-Visitors: USNA and Annapolis are absolutely beautiful in October. The trees are all 
turning to their colorful Fall foliage, and the comfortably cool weather is tempered further by the gentle 
breezes coming off the adjacent waters. And seeing the 4,000 Midshipmen, in uniform, arrayed for 
Noon Meal Formation, and then precisely marching into Bancroft Hall, is indeed an impressive sight 
worthy of a Cecil B. DeMille Hollywood Spectacular. 



ESTABLISHMENT OF THE USNA 

CLASS OF 1969 NAVY CREW RACING SHELL 


It is customary for donated Racing Shells to bear the name of the donor. I directed that 
this Racing Shell also bear our Class Of 1969 year to honor my Classmates, and that its 
Christening & Launch take place during our Class Of 1969 50th Reunion so that this special 
Event could be fully shared by our Class. To further honor our Class, I have arranged for the 
Class Of 1969 Crest to be visibly and permanently affixed to the interior skin of this Racing Shell, 
along with a plaque which states this Shell's dedication to our Class, with our Class Motto, as 
follows: 


This Shell Is Dedicated To 
USNA Class of 1969 
Non Sibi Sed Patriae 


While honoring our Class Of 1969 by Year, Dedication, and Motto, retaining the "Blackledge" 
name on this racing shell also provides the critical link for our Class in the historical chain 
between this year's 50th Anniversary of our Class Of 1969 graduation and the 100th 

Anniversary of the graduation of our Legacy Class of 1920 -which is my father's USNA Class 

-which graduated USNA on June 6, 1919, exactly 50 years before ours, under a compressed 

three-year curriculum instituted due to World War I. That linkage further provides unique 
connectivity to this year's 150th Anniversary of Navy Crew, USNA's oldest intercollegiate sport, 
as the Class Of 1920 was the first USNA Class to represent the United States in the Olympics, 
and in the Olympic finals dramatically drove past Great Britain in the final 500 meters to win the 
Olympic Gold Medal. 


Additionally, my father's Racing Shell, the "CAPT ALLAN BLACKLEDGE", which my siblings and I 
donated to USNA Crew after his passing, was rowed to decisive victory at the Intercollegiate 
Rowing Association (IRA) National Championships by the USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew and, 
upon its retirement, was uniquely honored by being permanently affixed to the ceiling of the 
Varsity Awards/Banquet Room in USNA's historic Hubbard Hall Boat House. Therefore, this 
"PETER BLACKLEDGE, '69" Racing Shell donation and ceremony is a unique opportunity for me 
to not only honor my Class Of 1969 but also to honor my beloved father, as it completes the 
special "Alpha-Omega" bond which I shared with my Dad and which I describe in the below 
"ORIGIN OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY ALPHA-OMEGA USNA NAVY CREW RACING SHELL 
SERIES". It thereby fulfills sacred commitments which I made to my Dad so many years ago — 
-Promise Made, Promise Kept, Dream Fulfilled. 



EVENT STATUS & PLANNING 


I feel very honored and so appreciative that I will be joined for this special Event by my now 88- 
year-old Pentagon boss. Honorable Gerald A. Cann, former Assistant Secretary Of The Navy 
(RDA), my now 91-year-old former USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Coach Carl Ullrich, and 
former USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Coach for 38 years Rick Clothier, as well as so many 
other Dignitaries, Senior Executive Service and Flag Officer friends, my USNA Class Of 1969 
Varsity Heavyweight Crew teammates, my USNA Class Of 1969 classmates, and champion 
Oarsmen from the USNA 1960 Olympic team, the USNA Class Of 1963 Plebe Olympic Trials 
team, the USNA 1965 "Clean Sweep" IRA National Champions teams, the USNA 1967 2V8 IRA 

National Champions team, and the USNA 1971 EARC Champions team-in addition to my 

cherished Family, my USS Albany (CG10) shipmates, my Montebello Condominium and 
Alexandria Virginia neighbors, my Lamar High School (Houston, Texas) classmates, and other 
dear friends. 


I feel particularly touched that several family and friends will be traveling long distances solely 
to attend this one Event; e.g., my 83-year-old sister Patti & her 89 year old husband Richard 
from New Mexico, her twin 83-year-old sister Penn and her 84 year old husband Fred from 
California, my Lamar High School friend and IRARI Fraternity Brother George from Texas, my 
Pershing Junior High School & Lamar High School friend Terry and her children and 
grandchildren from New Mexico, my USS Albany (CG 10) shipmate Bob from Florida, my USNA 
roommate Mitch and my 50+ year best friend Barb from North Carolina, and my 
niece/nephew/grandnephew Beth, Ron, & Garrett from New Mexico. 


I am also greatly appreciative of Coach Friedrich, USNA Director Of Rowing, for arranging the 
performance by the U.S. Navy Band at this Event (1), and of my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmate 
and 16th CompanyMate Robert J. Fawcett, U.S. Marine (ret), for arranging to have a USMC 
Color Guard (2), and of my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmate and 16th CompanyMate and USNA 
3/C Roommate Reverend Roger Vehorn for giving the Opening Prayer, and of my USNA 
Classmate and USNA Class Of 1969 Class Secretary Dr Hudock for scheduling this historic Event 
as a USNA Class Of 1969 50th Reunion Official Event & disseminating all planning information to 
all of our Classmates via Class Of 1969 Company Representatives, and of my USNA Classmate 
and USNA Class Of 1969 Webmaster Howie Bacharach for posting and updating Event planning 
on our Class Of 1969 Website, and of my USNA Classmate and USNA Class Of 1969 Class 
Historian Todd Creekman for his excellent insights & suggestions. My great appreciation also 
to Coach Friedrich (USNA Director Of Rowing and Head Men's Coach), Captain(Ret) Rusty Yeiser 
(USNA Class Of 1974, Senior Director, Annual Programs, U.S. Naval Academy Foundation), and 
Dan Quattrini (USNA Class Of 1981, USNA Foundation) for their time & effort in working with 
me to take this historic Event from Vision to Reality. My deepest thanks to each of them for 
such dedicated support. 



I realize that it will not be practical for many of you to travel a long distance to participate in 
this Event, but I want you to know how warmly invited you are. For those who can participate, 
we have so much proud history and tradition to celebrate! As our USNA Class Of 1969 Historian 
CAPT Todd Creekman wrote to me, the unique historical connectivity demonstrated in this shell 
christening and launch "shows how special the Class of 1969 is!", and I would feel so very 
honored to have each of you share this special event with me. As Coach Friedrich wrote to me: 


"This will definitely be the grand event that you envision. We are excited to make this a part of 
Navy Crew history and celebrate everyone involved." 


I sincerely hope that you can all be there to share it with us. 


ORIGIN OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY 
ALPHA-OMEGA USNA NAVY CREW 
RACING SHELL SERIES 


FINDING OMEGA: 

A Son's Personal Tribute To His Beloved Father 


Blackledge Urban Living Legend (BULL) Stories abound regarding events surrounding my 
birth: (BULL Story #1) When my Father, who was returning from lengthy deployment absences 
during World War II, called my Mother to advise of when he would arrive home. Mother put my 
then-5-year old brother Michael on the phone to say "Daddy, I want a little brother"; (BULL 
Story #2) Although I was his fifth child. Dad was reportedly so ecstatic at my birth that the 
doctors asked if I were his first child; (BULL Story #3) After siring three girls and a boy, my 
Father was so desirous of having another son that he immediately asked to see the physical 

proof of my maleness, and then-to the shock if not horror if all persons standing in the 

vicinity-hoisted me high in the air to publicly display and proclaim my manhood; (BULL 

Story #4) Having reluctantly acceded to my Mother's desire to name me "Timothy", Dad took 
advantage of my Mother's anesthetized bedridden post-birth status to change that name on my 
birth certificate to his favorite name "Peter." 

While I am not disputing such BULL Stories, there is one fact which I personally know to 
incontrovertibly true: Much like the Biblical account of Jacob and his young son Joseph, my 51- 
year old Father absolutely delighted in this "child of his elder years." And although he was very 
busy with his high-profile position as Commanding Officer of Naval Ordnance Plant, Indianapolis 
(NOPI), receiving such Navy luminaries as four-star Admiral Ingram and five-star Fleet Admiral 

Leahy, my Father-who had commanded thousands of Sailors and Marines during the war — 

-- never failed to rush home each night to spend time with me, carrying me around our back 
yard on his shoulders. 




Immediately following his retirement from the Navy, our family moved to Houston, Texas, 
where Dad became Vice President & General Manager of Cameron Iron Works. As I grew up, 
my very close relationship with Dad continued; he was always exceptionally kind, patient, 
understanding and supportive despite my many shortcomings. Although Dad had been an 
excellent athlete in high school and college, I unfortunately was the skinny kid who seemed to 
always be chosen last for our neighborhood sports teams. And whereas Dad was always 
gregarious and outgoing, I could often be painfully shy. Even when, like the Biblical "Prodigal 

Son", I went far astray into a plethora of youthful indiscretions. Dad never gave up on me- 

he always encouraged me. He often referred to the two of us as "The Alpha" and "The Omega" 
(he "The Alpha" progenitor, me "The Omega" last progeny). 

When in 8th grade I asked Dad to buy me a set of weightlifting equipment for Christmas, he 
did (disguising the gift under our Christmas tree, and labeling it for another family member, to 

make it a total surprise for me)- even though he was probably assuming that I would soon 

lose interest in it as I had with most other gifts and activities. But he had the faith in me to keep 
trying to help me find my spark & my direction. My father's confidence, and that gift, helped to 
turn my life around -— as the scrawny, gangly, nonathletic kid amazingly began to gain 
significant muscularity, prompting Dad to start referring to me as "Little Abner, just 15 1/2 yar' 
old" (after the muscular comic strip teenager drawn by Al Capp). My increased strength & size, 
and the attendant athleticism which it brought me, surprisingly allowed me to even make my 
high school's basketball team and win my letter, and the resultant self confidence transformed 
me to be much more social and outgoing, causing me to become active in various social and 

academic organizations, even being elected to be an officer of my high school fraternity- 

all of which probably contributed to my being selected by President Lyndon Johnson for 
appointment to the U. S. Naval Academy. 

Dad was elated that his youngest child would be attending his alma mater, and I was 
pleasantly surprised to have been accepted to the same college from which both my father 
(USNA Class Of 1920) and my idolized and extraordinarily accomplished older brother Michael 
(USNA Class Of 1963) had graduated. Dad suggested that I would be a perfect fit for rowing 
crew at the Naval Academy. As a Texas boy, I knew nothing about crew, had never even seen a 

racing shell, and was concerned that I could not compete on a collegiate level-particularly at 

a top rowing college like the Naval Academy, which the year before I was to start there had 

won every event at the Intercollegiate Rowing Association (IRA) National Championships- 

but I was determined to go hard for it. So I tried out for the crew team at USNA, & was 
pleasantly surprised when I made First Boat on the Freshman Heavyweight Crew team and then 
again made First Boat each successive year on the Varsity Heavyweight Crew team. Dad was so 
happy & excited at my success, and became my biggest fan -— even sending me encouraging 
telegrams before each race. 

When Dad learned that I had won a treasured spot to race in the IRA National 
Championships, my aging white-haired father flew all the way from Houston, Texas to Syracuse, 
New York to sit outside, in a driving rain storm, in the bleacher stands at Lake Onondaga to 
watch me race. When my boat decisively won our race. Dad was standing right there, holding 
my Championship medal in front of him, beaming with pride as the IRA photographers took our 
victory picture. Seeing him so happy multiplied my own exuberance. And when Sports 
Illustrated Magazine took our picture as my teammates & I completed the ceremonial dunking 







of our victorious coxswain in Lake Onondaga, Dad tracked down the Sports Illustrated 
photographer, obtained a copy of that picture, framed it, and proudly put it on his wall. It was 
such a gift to have Dad there at the end of my victorious race to share all the accolades, and to 
have him embrace me while I was experiencing the most extraordinary, euphoric high of my 
life. 

When I graduated from USNA and began my career as a Naval Officer, Dad even came to visit 
me on my ship, and our similar surface-ship Naval careers provided one more unique bond 
between us. Although my Naval career took me all over the country, and half way around the 
world. Dad and I always remained in close contact via phone calls, letters, and cassette tapes, 
as well as visits whenever possible. I enjoyed making our time together as memorable for him 
as he had for me, by always creating unique presents for him. In the year before Dad passed 
away, I flew to Houston to spend a full week with my then 85-year old father and to bring him a 
particularly special gift. Dad had always delighted in gifts which I made for him during my 
childhood Summer Camp days, remarking that gifts made by hand are particularly cherished as 
they come from the heart. And so I had researched the Navy ships in which Dad had served 
during his 34 year career, and I wrote to the National Archives to obtain a picture of each. I 
then purchased, machined, and stained a large wood plaque, and mounted the pictures onto 
that plaque beneath a brass plate which I had engraved with the words "Captain Allan 
Blackledge, U.S. Navy, 34 Years Of Service With Honor and Distinction." Except when my 

Mother died, I had never seen Dad become emotional-but he did that day-and we 

tearfully but joyfully embraced. Neither one of us knew that would be the last time. 

Dad subsequently entered the hospital for what was characterized as minor surgery. When 
his recovery from that surgery became extended, my siblings & I arranged to fly to Texas to 
celebrate Christmas with him. Wanting to continue my tradition of providing unique, 
personalized gifts for Dad during each of our visits, I made two particularly special presents for 
this occasion: (Gift # 1) I purchased a small Christmas tree, as well as five large heart-shaped 
ornaments, and affixed a picture of each of the five siblings to the five heart ornaments. At the 
top of the tree, I placed an angel ornament that I made, onto which I had affixed a picture of 
Dad. At the base of the tree, I placed a wooden plaque which read "The Allan D. Blackledge 
Family (Christmas) Tree". My hope was that Dad would be able to gaze at that tree from his 
hospital bed and be heartened as he felt pride and joy in the five accomplished and loving 
children he had raised Additionally, I made a set of large angel wings and a halo for each of us 
five siblings to wear when we greeted Dad, to portray Dad's frequent statement that the 
"Blackledge Angel" was always watching over us and protecting us; (Gift # 2) I took my 
treasured Navy Varsity Crew Team racing jersey from its honored position on the wall of my 
home, split it down the back, and sewed additional matching blue-and-gold material to its base, 
making a hospital gown nightshirt which Dad could proudly wear -— as he had been so very 
proud of my becoming a member of the distinguished Naval Academy Varsity Heavyweight 
Crew Team. 

But our planned time together was not to be. Only days before we five Siblings were to 
arrive for our Christmas celebration. Dad suddenly and unexpectedly passed away. I was 
absolutely devastated. Dad had been my rock. While my much older siblings had moved on to 
become spouses and parents, my primary identity remained as "My Father's Son." So I wanted 
to somehow create a special memorial for him. I knew that when a crew racing shell is taken 





out of its rack at USNA to practice or race, the oarsmen call out the name of that shell as they 
lift it onto their shoulders to carry it to the water. What better memorial than to have Dad's 
name called out each day, at his beloved Naval Academy, in the sport which he had encouraged 

his youngest child to pursue-as oarsmen lift his named racing shell onto their shoulders just 

as he had once lifted me onto his shoulders? So I asked my four wonderful siblings to join me in 
donating a racing shell to the Naval Academy in Dad's name, and all four graciously joined me in 
that donation. The Naval Academy held a special dedication & christening ceremony for the 
"CAPT ALLAN BLACKLEDGE" racing shell, complete with Naval Academy officials & 
photographers, in which all five of us Blackledge siblings participated. The USNA Varsity 
Heavyweight Crew subsequently rowed that shell to a decisive victory in the IRA National 
Championships. And at the end of its long, illustrious racing career, the "CAPT ALLAN 
BLACKLEDGE" racing shell was retired and permanently mounted to the ceiling of the USNA 
Varsity Crew Awards/Banquet Room where it will continue to be honored in perpetuity. 

In 2016, as my USNA Class Of 1969 was making preparations for celebrating the 2019 50th 
Anniversary of our USNA graduation, and my family was looking foreword to celebrating the 
2019 100th Anniversary of our father's USNA Class Of 1920 graduation (which graduated USNA 
on June 6, 1919, exactly 50 years before our Class Of 1969, under a compressed three-year 
curriculum instituted due to World War I), I felt that a special moment had arrived. Accordingly, 

I withdrew funds from my Retirement Rainy Day savings to donate a second Racing Shell to 
USNA Navy Crew. This Racing Shell would be the "PETER BLACKLEDGE, '69", thereby celebrating 
and completing the sacred connection which I had with my Dad. And so was fulfilled the 
culmination of our precious bond, and Circle Of Life -— as the Father lifts up and supports his 
Son, so does the Son his Father. A promise made; a promise kept; a dream fulfilled. Thank you 

Dad, my Father and my Alpha, for all you were and are, for all you gave to me-and for 

helping me to find my Omega. 





PROGRAM AGENDA (1) 


• 9am-lpm: Live Music Performance by the historic U.S. Navy Band (2) (5) 


• 9am-10am: Arrival of All Event Attendees 

• •• USNA Midshipman from the USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team will escort each Distinguished 
Guest & Oarsmen Honoree to designated seating as each arrives (2) 

• •• USNA Midshipman from the USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team will provide the special 
Commemorative Programs to each Event attendee as each arrives (2) 


• lOam-llam: Official Class Of 1969 Program 


• •• Welcome & Opening Comments, by USNA Director Of Rowing and Head Men's Coach, Robert 
Friedrich 


• •• Rendering Of Honors, by U. S. Marine Corps Color Guard (3) 


• •• Opening Prayer, by Reverend Roger Vehorn, USNA Class Of 1969 (4) 


• •• Introduction Of Distinguished Guests, Oarsmen Honorees, & Event Moderators/Facilitators, by Peter 
Blackledge, Shell Donor & Event Sponsor, USNA Class Of 1969 


• •••••• Each Distinguished Guest, Oarsmen Honoree, & Event Moderator/Facilitator will be requested 

to raise his/her hand when his/her name is called, so that a member of the C4 (Commemorative 
Christening Cup Conveyance) Team can immediately run to him/her with a Gold "USNA Class Of 1969 
Racing Shell Commemorative Christening Cup", which is enclosed in Navy Blue Tissue Paper & tied with 
Gold Satin Ribbon. 


Distinguished Guests, Oarsmen Honorees, 
& Event Moderators/Facilitators: 
(C=Attendance Confirmed; T=Tentative) 




Distinguished Guests (DG) 


(>•• Honorable Gerald A. Cann, former Assistant Secretary Of The Navy (RD&A), & Diane Kent 

Honorable William G. Sutton, former Assistant Secretary Of Commerce, Rear Admiral (LH), USN 
(Ret), USNA Class Of 1970, & Claudia Sutton 

Honorable Norvell "Fred" Woods, former Associate Justice, Second District Court Of Appeal, State 
Of California 

€••• Douglas J. Katz, Vice Admiral, USN (Ret), USNA Class Of 1965, & Sharon Katz 
Mike Malone, Vice Admiral, USN (Ret), USNA Class Of 1970, & Janet Malone 
C»»» "Rabbit" Christensen, Rear Admiral (LH), USN (Ret), USNA Class Of 1969 
C»»» Jim Schwenk, Brigadier General, USMC (Ret), USNA Class Of 1971, & Jill Schwenk 
C»»» William "Bill" Weinberg, Senior Executive Service (Ret), University Of Pennsylvania Varsity HW 
Crew, Class Of 1976 

Mrs Penn Blackledge Woods, Rice Institute Homecoming Queen, and Rice Institute & Cotton Bowl 
Queen for 1958 USNA-Rice Cotton Bowl 

Mrs Patti Blackledge Blide, USNA "Queen" for 1958 USNA-Rice Cotton Bowl 
Dr. Richard Blide, MD, (Ret), former Staff Physician @ Cooper Aerobics Center, and Director of 
Back-In-Action Medical Clinic 

C»»» Coach Carl Ullrich, former USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Coach for USNA Class Of 1969, & Mrs 
Ullrich 

C»»» Coach Rick Clothier, former USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Coach for 38 years, & Mrs Clothier 


Oarsmen Honorees (OH) 


C»»» USNA 1960 U. S. Olympic Crew Team 

C»»» USNA Class Of 1963 Plebe Olympic Trials Crew Team 

C»»» USNA Class Of 1969 Varsity Heavyweight Crew & its 1967 2V8 National Champion Team 
C»»» USNA Class Of 1971 Varsity Heavyweight Crew & its 1971 EARC Champion Team 


Event Moderators/Facilitators (EMF) 


C»»» Coach Robert Friedrich, USNA Director Of Rowing 

C»»» Roger Vehorn, Reverend, USNA Class Of 1969, & Lynn Vehorn 

C»»» Peter Blackledge, Shell Donor & Event Sponsor, USNA Class Of 1969, & Laura Foy 

T»»» Rusty Yeiser, Captain USN (Ret), USNA Class Of 1974, Senior Director, Annual Programs, USNA 

Foundation 

T»»» Dan Quattrini, USNA Class Of 1981, USNA Foundation 
C»»» Patti Bender, Director, Planned Giving, USNA Foundation 



C4 Team (C4) 


!••••••• Garrett Paiz, Prospective USNA Class Of 2027 Oarsman 

(>•••••• Jadyn Rodriguez, Prospective USNA Class Of 2029 Oarswoman 

(>•••••• John Foster, Prospective USNA Class Of 2031 Oarsman 


• •• Dedication To USNA Class Of 1969, USNA Class Of 1920, the Navy Crew Program, USNA Oarsmen 
Champions, and Navy Family Traditions, by Peter Blackledge, Shell Donor & Event Sponsor, USNA Class 
Of 1969 


• •• Christening Of Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell, by All Distinguished Guests, Oarsmen 
Honorees, & EMF 


• •••••• Each Distinguished Guest, Oarsmen Flonoree, & EMF will be invited to unwrap his/her Gold 

"USNA Class Of 1969 Racing Shell Commemorative Christening Cup", dip his/her Gold "USNA Class Of 
1969 Racing Shell Commemorative Christening Cup" into a vat which contains water of the Severn River, 
and (in unison) pour that Severn Water over the bow of the Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell, 
christening it to future Gold Medal victories. 


• •• Launch Of Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell, by Coach Friedrich & Current USNA Varsity 
Heavyweight Crew Team, to singing of "Navy Blue & Gold" by Event Participants 


• •••••• Members Of the current USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team will port the newly christened 

Racing Shell into the waters adjacent historic Hubbard Hall Boat House, rowing this newest Navy Crew 
Racing Shell on its Maiden Voyage in Exhibition for Distinguished Guests, Oarsmen Honorees, EMF, and 
other Event Participants, as all Event Attendees are invited to together sing "Navy Blue & Gold" 


• •••••• For Event Attendees who are not USNA graduates or familiar with this USNA Alma Mater 

anthem, the words to "Navy Blue & Gold" are provided on Page 22 of your Commemorative Program 


• llam-Noon: Informal Social Hour 


• Noon-lpm: Guided tours of the landmark Hubbard Hall Boat House, led by Coach Friedrich, USNA 
Director Of Rowing 









PROGRAM AGENDA NOTES 


(1) Special Events (9am-lpm) have been scheduled in addition to the Official USNA Class Of 1969 50th 
Reunion Event of the Shell Christening (lOam-llam), as a courtesy to the many persons who are 
traveling thousands of miles just to attend the single "Christening & Launch of the USNA Class Of 1969 
Navy Crew Racing Shell" Official Event, and in response to requests from USNA Class Of 1969 Classmates 
and other confirmed Event Attendees. 


(2). My deep appreciation to Coach Friedrich (USNA Director of Rowing) for arranging/scheduling this 
special performance by the iconic U. S. Navy Band, and for also working with the USNA Commandant to 
support the participation of current USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew members in this historic 
Event. Coach Friedrich advises that the U. S. Navy Band schedule for the Fall will not be solidified until 
after Commissioning Week, but has confirmed that he is committed to getting on their schedule as soon 
as possible. 


(3) My deep appreciation to my Class Of 1969 Classmate and 16th CompanyMate Robert J. Fawcett, 
U.S. Marine (ret), for arranging/scheduling this special U.S. Marine Corps Color Guard. Bob is working 
with a current senior Marine at USMC to get this done, so it should be considered tentative until fully in 
place. I have told Bob that I can't imagine two Marines working together toward a dedicated goal and 
have the result be anything other than Success! Thanks and Semper Fi, Bob! 


(4) My great appreciation to my Class Of 1969 Classmate, 16th CompanyMate, and USNA 3/C 
Roommate, Reverend Roger Vehorn, for providing this opening prayer. 


(5) If anyone knows members of the legendary USNA rock band "The Spiffys", I would very much like to 
"get the band back together" to have them perform along with the U.S. Navy Band at this historic 
Event. Please reply to this email to contact me. 




EVENT ATTENDEES 

After only three months of detailed planning, and with five months yet to go, we already have 
an outstanding, enthusiastic response to this historic Event. The following persons have 
advised me of their plan to attend this event, and their names are on the official Attendees List 
for this Event. These numbers do not include planned attendance by the current USNA Varsity 
Heavyweight Crew Team (needed to launch and rack the Shell), the U.S. Navy Band, the U.S. 
Marine Corps Color Guard, and the usual USNA PAO/Support. 


Below are two Event Attendee/Participant listings. The first listing groups all 
RSVP Responders by USNA Class and Family Unit, and indicates which are directly associated 
with Navy Crew. The second listing is alphabetical, by last name, to allow check-in at the 
Hubbard Hall front door. Both listings annotate which Event Attendees are Distinguished Guests 
(DG), Distinguished Guest's Family (DG/F), Oarsman Honorees (OH), Oarsman Honoree's Family 
(OH/F), Event Moderators/Facilitators (EMF), Event Moderators/Facilitators Family (EMF/F), or 
C4 Team (C4) to facilitate their seating. 





C denotes Confirmed; T denotes Tentative 


C • Honorable Gerald A. Cann - DG 

C • Diane Kent - DG/F 

C • Coach Carl Ullrich, Crew - DG 

C • Becky Ullrich - DG/F 

C • Mike Ullrich DG/F 

C» Rick Ullrich 

C» Mrs Rick Ullrich 

C • Coach Rick Clothier, Crew - DG 

C • Stephany Clothier - DG/F 

C • Coach Robert Friedrich, Crew - EMF 

T • CAPT(ret) Rusty Yeiser, USNA 74 Crew-EMF 

C • Patti Bender - EMF 

T • Dan Quattrini, USNA '81 - EMF 

C • Lyman Perry USNA '60 Crew - OH 

C • Mrs Perry OH/F 

C • Skip Sweetser USNA '60 Crew - OH 

C • Nancy Sweetser - OH/F 

T • Peter Bos USNA '60 Crew - OH 

C • Mark Moore USNA '60 Crew - OH 

C • Pam Moore - OH/F 

C • Jim Fontana USNA '63 Crew - OH 

C • Pat Fontana - OH/F 

T • Craig Thrasher USNA '63 Crew - OH 

T • Margaret Thrasher - OH/F 

C • Douglas J. Katz, VADM - DG 

C • Sharon Katz - DG/F 

C • Sted Garber USNA '65 Crew - OH 

C • Don Priest USNA '67 Crew - OH 

C • Rosemary Priest - OH/F 

C • Sandy Prouty USNA '67 Crew - OH 

C • Pete Renfree USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Sharon Renfree - OH/F 

C • Tom Burbage USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Ellen Burbage - OH/F 

C • Rick Dempsey, USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Christina Dempsey - OH/F 

T • Charlie Rush USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Gerald "Mitch" Mitchell USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Steve Brixey USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Mike Hess USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Barbara Hess - OH/F 

C • Jim Hannemann USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Kathy Hannemann - OH/F 

T • John Collins USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Bill Hogan USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Candace Hogan - OH 




C • Bill Conkle USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Christina Conkle - OH/F 

C • Glen Reid USNA '69 

C • Janet Reid 

C • Bob Hutchins USNA '69 

C • Kim Hutchins 

C • Bob Mullins USNA '69 

C • Rita Mullins 

C • John Brown USNA "69 

C • Vicki Brown 

C • Dave Daggett USNA '69 

C • Marla Daggett 

C • Brian Kinsley USNA '69 

C • Martha Kinsley 

C • Roger Vehorn USNA '69 - EMF 

C • Lynn Vehorn - EMF/F 

C* RDML "Rabbit" Christensen USNA - '69 DG 

C • Pete Blackledge, USNA '69 Crew - OH&EMF 

T • Patti Blackledge Blide - DG 

T • Dr Richard Blide - DG 

T • Penn Blackledge Woods - DG 

T • Honorable Norvell "Fred" Woods - DG 

C • Barb Blackledge - OH/F 

C • Laura Foy - OH/F 

C • Bill Weinberg UPenn '76 Crew - DG 

T • Paula Weinberg - DG/F 

C • Jim Watkins USS ALBANY (CG 10) 

C • Tricia Watkins 
T•John Foy 
T • Mary Foy 
T • Steve Schlickman 
T • Alison Schlickman 
T • Beth Paiz 
T • Ron Paiz 
T • Garrett Paiz EMF 

C • Terry Tunks Wyrick LAMAR H S '65 - OH/F 

C • Victoria Rodriguez 

C.» Jadyn Rodriguez - EMF 

C • Emily Foster 

T • Horst Foster 

C • John Foster - EMF 

T • Ben Foster 

T • Carolyn Richman 

T • Janis Lakin 

C • Barbara Leiker 

T • George Bland LAMAR H S '65 

T • Lois Delaney - Montebello 

T • Bob Kail USS ALBANY (CG 10) 




T • Regina Kail 

C • Hon/RDML W. Sutton, USNA 70 Crew - DG 

C • Claudia Sutton - DG/F 

T • VADM Mike Malone, USNA 70 Crew - DG 

T • Janet Malone - DG/F 

C • BGEN Jim Schwenk, USNA 71 Crew - DG 

C • Jill Schwenk - DG/F 

C • Steve Purdy USNA 71 Crew - OH 

C • Joyce Purdy - OH/F 

C • Don Brewer USNA 71 Crew - OH 

C • Mrs Brewer - OH/F 

C • Bill Nold USNA 71 Crew - OH 

C • Sallie Nold - OH/F 

T • Lou Vest USNA 71 Crew - OH 

C • Mark Scharfe USNA 71 Crew -,OH 

C • Ginni Scharfe - OH/F 

C • Pete Jouannet USNA 71 Crew - OH 
T • Current USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew 
T • USNA PAO & Photographer 


Alphabetical Listing 


C • Bender, Patti - EMF 

C • Blackledge, Barb - OH/F 

C • Blackledge, Peter USNA '69 Crew - OH&EMF 

T • Bland, George LAMAR H S '65 

T • Blide, Patti Blackledge - DG 

T • Blide, Dr Richard - DG 

T • Bos, Peter USNA '60 Crew - OH 

C • Brewer, Don USNA 71 Crew - OH 

C • Brewer, Mrs - OH/F 

C • Brixey, Steve USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C* Brown, John USNA "69 

C • Brown, Vicki 

C • Burbage, Tom USNA '69 Crew - OH 
C • Burbage, Ellen - OH/F 
C • Cann, Gerald A., Honorable - DG 
C • Cann, Mrs - DG 

C • Christensen, RDML "Rabbit" USNA - '69 DG 
C • Clothier, Rick, Coach, Crew - DG 
C • Clothier, Stephany - DG 
T • Collins, John USNA '69 Crew - OH 
C • Conkle, Bill USNA '69 Crew - OH 
C • Conkle, Christina - OH/F 
C • Daggett, Dave USNA '69 





C • Daggett, Marla 

T • Delaney, Lois - Montebello 

C • Dempsey, Rick USNA '69 Crew - OH 

C • Dempsey, Christina - OH/F 

C • Fontana, Jim USNA '63 Crew - OH 

C • Fontana, Pat - OH/F 

C • Foster, Emily 

T • Foster, Horst 

C • Foster, John - EMF 

T • Foster, Ben 

C • Foy, Laura - OH/F 

T • Foy, John 

T • Foy, Mary 

C • Friedrich, Robert, Coach, Crew - DG 
C • Garber, Sted USNA '65 Crew - OH 
C • Hannemann, Jim USNA '69 Crew - OH 
C • Hannemann, Kathy - OH/F 
C • Hess, Mike USNA '69 Crew - OH 
C • Hess, Barbara - OH/F 
C • Hogan, Bill USNA '69 Crew - OH 
C • Hogan, Candace - OH/F 
C • Hutchins, Bob USNA '69 
C • Hutchins, Kim 

C • Jouarnnet, Pete USNA '71 Crew - OH 
T • Kail, Bob USS ALBANY (CG 10) 

T • Kail, Regina 
C • Katz, Douglas VADM - DG 
C • Katz, Sharon - DG/F 
C • Kinsley, Brian USNA '69 
C • Kinsley, Martha 
T • Lakin, Janis 
C • Leiker, Barb 

T • Malone, VADM Mike, USNA '70 Crew - DG 
T • Malone, Janet - DG/F 
C • Mitchell, Gerald "Mitch USNA '69 - OH 
C • Moore, Mark USNA '60 Crew - OH 
C • Moore, Pam - OH/F 
C • Mullins, Bob USNA '69 
C • Mullins, Rita 

C • Nold, Bill USNA '71 Crew - OH 
C* Nold, Sallie - OH/F 
T • Paiz, Beth 
T • Paiz, Garrett - EMF 
T • Paiz, Ron 

C • Perry, Lyman USNA '60 Crew - OH 
C • Perry, Mrs OH/F 
C • Priest, Don USNA '67 Crew - OH 
C • Priest, Rosemary - OH/F 




C • Prouty, Sandy USNA '67 Crew - OH 
C • Purdy, Steve USNA '71 Crew - OH 
C • Purdy, Joyce - OH/F 
T • Quattrini, Dan USNA '81 - EMF 
C* Reid, GlenUSNA'69 
C • Reid, Janet 

C • Renfree, Pete USNA '69 Crew - OH 
C • Renfree, Sharon - OH/F 
T • Richman, Carolyn 
C • Rodriguez, Jadyn - EMF 
C.» Rodriguez, Victoria 
T • Rush, Charlie USNA '69 Crew - OH 
C • Scharfe, Mark USNA '71 Crew -,OH 
C • Scharfe, Ginni - OH/F 
T • Schlickman, Alison 
T • Schlickman, Steve 

C • Schwenk, BGEN Jim, USNA '71 Crew - DG 

C • Schwenk, Jill - DG/F 

C • Sutton, Honorable/RDML William G. - DG 

C • Sutton, Claudia - DG/F 

C • Sweetser, Skip USNA '60 Crew - OH 

C • Sweetser, Nancy - OH/F 

T • Thrasher, Craig USNA '63 Crew - OH 

T • Thrasher, Margaret - OH/F 

C • Ullrich, Becky - DG 

C • Ullrich, Carl, Coach, Crew - DG 

C • Ullrich, Mike-DG/F 

C • Ullrich, Rick - DG/F 

C* Ullrich, Mrs Rick -DG/F 

C • Vehorn, Roger USNA '69 - EMF 

C • Vehorn, Lynn - EMF/F 

T • Vest, Lou USNA '71 Crew - OH 

C • Watkins, Jim USS ALBANY (CG 10) 

C • Watkins, Tricia 

C • Weinberg, Bill UPenn '76 Crew - DG 
T • Weinberg, Paula - DG/F 
T • Woods, Penn Blackledge - DG 
T • Woods, Honorable Norvell "Fred" - DG 
C • Wyrick, Terry Tunks LAMAR H S '65 - OH/F 
T • Yeiser, Rusty, CAPT (Ret), USNA '74 - EMF 




USNA / NAVY CREW VIDEOS 


In support of the proud USNA Varsity/Olympic Rowing history which this Event will celebrate, and 
recognizing that some attendees at this Event may not be very familiar with USNA or the 
Collegiate/Olympic sport of Rowing (Crew), I am providing the following links to three Navy Crew videos 

which wonderfully & inspirationally convey these rich traditions. However, my initial experience- 

possibly unique or perhaps a YouTube artifact-was that playing them off this email only part way 

(not playing them all the way to their completion) caused this email to temporarily freeze; therefore, as 
a precaution, I'd recommend that you finish reading this e-mail (and gathering all the data from it which 
you want) before playing these attached videos. But they are really great videos, and well worth your 
time! 


"Navy Crew History" Pictorial (llmin32sec): 
https://youtu.be/LtJUBgZY4ek 


"Navy Crew: A Day In The Life Of A Navy Oarsman" (3min40sec) 
https://youtu.be/tkmguQ-en-M 


"The Great Eight" - The extraordinary story of the USNA 1952 Olympic Gold Medal Champions: "The 
greatest American rowing team that has ever raced" (56min29sec) 
https://youtu.be/BkVbhLlhqbl 


ACTION ITEM STATUS 


Peter Blackledge, USNA Class Of 1969: 

• Work with USNA Class Of 1969 Secretary (Dr Hudock) to schedule this Event on the official Class Of 
1969 50th Reunion Event Schedule, at a day & time convenient to Coach Friedrich and current Varsity 
Heavyweight Crew (Completed) 

• Develop an Event Invitation (Completed) 

• Develop a "Background Of Establishment Of The USNA Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing 
Shell" (Completed) 

• Work with Dr Hudock to forward initial Event information to each Class Of 1969 Company 
Representative, with the request they disseminate it to all their Company members. (Completed), and to 
provide follow-on Event Updates as occurring. (In Process) 

• Work with USNA Class Of 1969 Webmaster (Howie Bacharach) to post the initial Event information to 
our Class Of 1969 Website (Completed) and to post follow-on Event Updates as occurring. (In Process) 

• Provide Dr Hudock an initial condensed version of Event information for inclusion in USNA Class Of 
1969 column in "Shipmate Magazine" (Completed) and follow-on Event Updates as occurring (In 
Process) 

• Develop "Event Status & Planning" (Completed) 

• Develop "Origin Of The Blackledge Family Alpha-Omega USNA Navy Crew Racing Shell Series" 
(Completed) 



• Establish a recommended attire ("Uniform Of The Day") guideline for the Event (Completed) 

• Work with Coach Friedrich, Rusty Yeiser (Captain, USN (Ret), USNA Class Of 1974, Senior Director, 
Annual Programs, U. S. Naval Academy Foundation) and Dan Quattrini (USNA Class Of 1981, U. S. Naval 
Academy Foundation) to augment on-line material regarding Gate Access/Entry, Parking, and other 
information specifically for this event. Look into access via a gate pass list and Parking Shuttle. 

• Find & purchase Gold Commemorative Christening Cups-69 Cups, in honor of USNA Class Of 

1969. (Note: These Gold Cups will be used by Distinguished Guests & Oarsmen Flonorees to christen 
the Shell with water from the Severn River, and at the conclusion of the ceremony the Gold Cups will be 

given to each of the Distinguished Guest & Oarsmen Honoree as a Keepsake-with the remaining 

cups given to other event attendees).(Completed) 

• Find & purchase Navy Blue tissue for wrapping/ enclosing the Gold Commemorative Christening Cups 
(Completed) 

• Find & purchase Gold Satin ribbon for tying the Navy Blue tissue, enclosing the Gold Commemorative 
Christening Cups (Completed) 

• Flave each Gold Commemorative Christening Cup marked with the Event name, location, & date. (In 
Process) 

• Flave each Gold Commemorative Christening Cup individually wrapped in Navy Blue tissue, and tied 
with Gold Satin ribbon . (In Process) 

• Develop Draft Program Agenda (Completed) 

• Invite & confirm all Distinguished Guests & Oarsmen Flonorees (Completed) 

• Invite & confirm other Event Participants (In Process) 

• Develop RSVP System to support accuracy of projected Event Attendees (Completed) 

• Develop List Of Attendees, grouped by Class and Family Unit, and second list grouped alphabetically 
(Completed) 

• Design, Develop, Produce, and Print a special Commemorative Program for this Event, which will be 
given to each attendee as a Keepsake, with the Gold Commemorative Christening Cups being an 
additional Keepsake for each Flonoree & Special Guest. The Commemorative Program will include the 
following pages (All In Process): 

• •• Cover Page: Color will be Navy Blue, with the following in Gold lettering: 

• •••••• Christening and Launch of the United States Naval Academy (USNA) Class Of 1969 Navy Crew 

Racing Shell, USNA Hubbard Hall Boat House, Annapolis. Maryland, October 25, 2019 

• ••••••. Celebrating: 

• 50th Anniversary of the graduation of the Class Of 1969, June 6, 1969 

• 100th Anniversary of the graduation of the Class Of 1920, June 6, 1919 (3-year compressed 
curriculum due to World War I), which sent the first USNA crew to represent the United States 
at the Olympics, winning the Olympic Gold Medal 

• 150th Anniversary of the Navy Crew Program-USNA's oldest intercollegiate sport-and 

the EARC, IRA National Championship, and U.S. Olympic teams it has produced 

.USNA Class Of 1969 Crest 

.USNA Class Of 1969 Name & Motto: 

USNA Class of 1969 
Non Sibi Sed Patriae 

••••••• "The October 25 event will be one of the most meaningful rowing and USNA history 

celebrations." Peter Bos, Captain of the legendary USNA 1960 Olympic Crew 

• •• All Internal Pages of the Commemorative Program will be color Navy Gold 

• •• Page 1: Welcome 








•••Page 2: ESTABLISHMENT OF THE USNA 
CLASS OF 1969 NAVY CREW RACING SHELL 
•••Page 3: EVENT OVERVIEW 

••• Page 4: ORIGIN OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY ALPHA-OMEGA USNA NAVY CREW 
RACING SHELL SERIES: FINDING OMEGA 
•••Page 5: PROGRAM AGENDA 
•••Page 6: EVENT ATTENDEES 

••• Page 7: TRIBUTE TO USNA CLASS OF 1969 VARSITY AND PLEBE CREW TEAM 
••• Page 8: TRIBUTE TO USNA 1960 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OLYMPIC CREW TEAM 
••• Page 9: TRIBUTE TO USNA CLASS OF 1963 PLEBE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OLYMPIC 
TRIALS CREW TEAM 

••• Page 10: TRIBUTE TO USNA 1965 "CLEAN SWEEP INTERCOLLEGIATE ROWING ASSOCIATION 
(IRA) CHAMPIONS CREW TEAM 

••• Page 11: TRIBUTE TO USNA 1971 EASTERN ASSOCIATION OF ROWING COLLEGES (EARC) 
CHAMPION CREW TEAM 

••• Page 12: TRIBUTE TO USNA CLASS OF 1920 AND THE USNA 1920 UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA OLYMPIC GOLD MEDAL CREW TEAM 

••• Page 13: TRIBUTE TO LYMAN PERFY, USNA CLASS OF 1920 

••• Page 14: TRIBUTE TO ALLAN BLACKLEDGE, USNA CLASS OF 1920 

••• Pages 15A, 15B, 15C, 15D: PICTORIAL OF THE HISTORY AND NAVY TRADITIONS OF THE 

BLACKLEDGE FAMILY 

••• Page 16: BIOGRAPHY OF THE 45 YEAR WORK CAREER IN AND SUPPORTING U. S. NAVY BY 
THE ALPHA OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY ALPHA-OMEGA USNA NAVY CREW RACING SHELL 
SERIES 

••• Page 17: SUPPORTING PICTORIAL OF THE 45 YEAR WORK CAREER IN AND SUPPORTING 
THE U. S. NAVY OF THE ALPHA OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY ALPHA-OMEGA USNA NAVY CREW 
RACING SHELL SERIES 

••• Page 18: BIOGRAPHY OF THE 45 YEAR WORK CAREER IN AND SUPPORTING U. S. NAVY 
OF THE OMEGA OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY ALPHA-OMEGA USNA NAVY CREW RACING SHELL 
SERIES 

••• Page 19: SUPPORTING PICTORIAL OF THE 45 YEAR WORK CAREER IN AND SUPPORTING 
THE U. S. NAVY OF THE OMEGA OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY ALPHA-OMEGA USNA NAVY CREW 
RACING SHELL SERIES 

••• Page 20: IN MEMORIAM: USNA CLASS OF 1969 VARSITY HEAVYWEIGHT CREW COACH LOU 
GELLERMANN 

••• Page 21: IN MEMORIAM: USNA CLASS OF 1969 VARSITY HEAVYWEIGHT CREW COACH 
PAUL QUINN 

••• Page 22: WORDS TO USNA ALMA MATER "NAVY BLUE & GOLD" 

••• Page 23: Distinguished Guests, Oarsmen Honorees, Event Facilitators, & Event Attendees 
•••Page 24: IN APPRECIATION OF: 

.Robert Friedrich (Director of Rowing, Head Men's Coach, U.S. Naval Academy), Rusty 

Yeiser (Captain, U.S. Navy (Ret), USNA '74, Senior Director, Annual Programs. U.S. Naval 
Academy Foundation), and Dan Quattrini (USNA '81, U.S. Naval Academy Foundation) for all of 
their time and work in taking this historic event from Vision to Reality. 





.Special Thanks to USNA Director Of Rowing & Head Men's Coach Robert Friedrich for 

arranging to have the U.S. Navy Band perform at this event and for working with the USNA 
Commandant to have current Varsity Heavyweight Crew members excused from classes on 
October 25, 2019, to participate in this historic Event 

.Special Thanks my USNA '69 Classmate & 16th Company Mate Bob Fawcett, U. S. 

Marine Corps (Ret), for arranging to have the U. S. Marine Corps Honor Guard perform at this 
Event 

.My Personal Thanks to Gerald "Mitch" Mitchell and William "Bill" Weinberg, my Best 

Friends and Rowing Teammates, who have stood by me & supported me through the many 
decades I have been privileged to share with them. 

• •••••• My Deepest Gratitude to Barb Blackledge, Laura Foy, and Terry Tunks Wyrick, the three Loves 

Of My Life, with whom God has so richly blessed me. I am deeply honored every day to receive and 
return the amazing Agape Love of these three extraordinary women 

• •• Page 25: "USNA Crew" Logo # 1 

• •• Back Cover Page: Color will be Navy Blue, with " USNA Crew" Logo #2 in Gold 

• Develop my Shell Christening & Launch Distinguished Guest Introduction And Event Dedication 
Remarks (In Process) 

• Develop a List Of Actions Completed & In Process (Initial Listing Completed — this is it — with 
Followup Listing Continuing). 

• Develop a single, consolidated compendium of all Event Background, Status, & Planning. Provide to all 
potential Event Participants (This Document is it). 

• Work with Coach Friedrich on plan for chairs bring placed on the Hubbard Hall Boat House apron for 
each Distinguished Guest & Honored Oarsmen(Completed) 

• Work with Coach Friedrich on plan to have Midshipman Event Hosts designated from the current 
Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team, and to have them assigned to escort each Distinguished Guest & each 
Honored Oarsmen to his chair. (Completed) 

• Work with Coach Friedrich to establish an Inclement Weather Contingency Plan, to ensure this Event 
will occur regardless of weather. (Completed) 

• Work with Coach Friedrich to establish a plan for the historic U. S. Navy Band to perform at this Event, 
9am-lpm (Completed). 

• Work to identify & locate the legendary USNA rock band "The Spiffys", to investigate "getting the band 
back together" to perform at this historic Event (In Process) 

• Establish an Alternate to take my place and to give my Dedication if I am unable to attend this Event 
due to my Heart Disease or other impediment. (Completed. I have arranged for either my USNA Class 
Of 1969 and Varsity Heavyweight Crew Teammate and 2/C Roommate Gerald "Mitch" Mitchell and my 
close personal friend and Alexandria, Virginia neighbor and University Of Pennsylvania Oarsman Bill 
Weinberg to take my place if necessary, and will give each of them an advance copy of my planned 
Dedication remarks.) 


Coach Robert Friedrich, USNA Director of Rowing & Head Men's Coach: 

• Establish a plan for the Christening & Launch of the Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell, which 
supports the above planning. Affix Shell Name & Class (PETER BLACKLEDGE, '69) to both sides of Shell 
bow, and have Class Of 1969 Crest visibly and permanently affixed to the interior skin of this Racing 
Shell, along with a plaque which states: 







This Shell is dedicated to 
USNA Class of 1969 
Non Sibi Sed Patriae 


(Completed) 

• Establish a Contingency Plan for use in case of Inclement Weather. (Completed) 

• Plan for adequate parking, including use of overflow/satellite parking if necessary for overflow parking 
(Planned) 

• Arrange for seating at this Event-as a minimum, for each Distinguished Guest, Oarsmen Honoree, 

EMF and the Family of each (Planned) 

• Work with the USNA Commandant to release current members of the USNA Varsity Fleavyweight Crew 
from classes to support this special USNA Event. (Planned) 

• Develop & oversee planning for members of the Varsity Fleavyweight Crew Team to serve as Flosts for 
Event Participants and Escorts for Distinguished Guests & Flonored Oarsmen, and to unrack, 

Launch/Row, and rerack the "PETER BLACKLEDGE, '69" Racing Shell (Planned) 

• Arrange for the historic U. S. Navy Band to perform at this Event, 9am-lpm. (Planned) 

• Provide brief Welcome comments at the Event (Planned) 


Rusty Yeiser, Captain, USN (Ret), USNA Class Of 1974, Senior Director, Annual Programs, U. S. 
Naval Academy Foundation, with Dan Quattrini, USNA Class Of 1981, of USNA Foundation: 

• Establish plan for a Public Address System and Lecturn for Speakers to be available at this event 
(Completed). 

• Establish a Plan for access to this Event via a Guess Pass List and possibly a Parking Pass 

List. Investigate establishing a Shuttle from the parking lot which is outside Gate 8 to this Event. (In 
Process) 


SUMMARY 


• In summary, response to this event has already been outstanding, enthusiasm is high, and the 
advance planning is substantially ahead of schedule. 

• It is wonderful to see such support for the U.S. Navy, USNA and Navy Crew, as well as USNA Class Of 
1969, and such interest in the proud history of USNA Oarsmen. I want to express my appreciation for all 
the support in making this historic Christening & Launch Of Navy Crew's newest Racing Shell an 
extraordinarily memorable and cherished legacy event. 

Looking forward to having you join us. 

With appreciation, 

Peter Blackledge 
USNA Class Of 1969 

Shell Donor & Event Sponsor/Coordinator 

Non Sibi Sed Patriae 



